STEPS IN A PETITION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL
TO THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT

Step 1

&— B ™
S =r =) e
et Petitioner files PLA with the IL Supreme = " Respondent has option to file an
Court Answer to PLA
F"'E PETITION The petitioner must file a PLA by the Respondent decides if they want to
FOR LEAVE TO || deadline (typically 35 days after Appellate |__. | file an Answer to the PLA. It is typically
Court decision). A $50 docketing fee is due due 21 days after deadline of PLA. If
APPEAI- (PI-A) by Petitioner unless Fee Waiver allowed by answer is filed, $30 appearance fee
Order. due by Respondent unless Fee Waiver
1 allowed by Order.
Court decides on PLA

The Court will review the PLA and decide if it is allowed or denied.

/ \

Allowed Denied
The Court allows the PLA, which means The Court denies the PLA, which means
the appeal will move forward. the case is closed.

!

Mandate is Issued
The mandate will be issued 35 days after

/d denial of the PLA. The mandate is the
A order that officially finalizes the decision of

the Court.
PLA ALLOWED l
1 Disagree with the Denial?
If the petitioner disagrees with the denial,
Go to the?y can file a M9t|on for Leave to Fll.e
Motion for Reconsideration and a Motion
step 2 for Reconsideration with the lllinois
Supreme Court.

1

/ . \\w\

\ X : . . . .
‘\\9/‘ NOTE: You can find all Supreme Court Rules at: ilcourts.info/supreme-court-rules. Forms and instructions for a PLA are
available at: ilcourts.info/forms and additional resources at ilcourts.info/appl-resources. Contact the Supreme Court

Clerk’s office for further information: ilcourts.info/supreme-clerk.
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Step 2

-

The record on appeal is filed

The record on appeal will be filed by the

Party designations change
The petitioner is now called the

FILE BRIEFS

<
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=

Is generally due 35 days
from the date PLA is
allowed.

PLA ALLOWED |— e i
Appellate Court with the lllinois Supreme appeliantin .court desaments. The
Court respondent is now the appellee.
i Appellant Decides to Rely on PLA or File Appellee
, an Appellant’s Brief If the appellee filed an Answer to the
/ . .
et Mol sl ol o clction 5 el the Courtwhether they
Election to tell the Court whether they will
FILE NOTICE OF | — standian e BLA or iffieywillfilsa grief —»| will stand on their Answer or file a brief.
ELECTION Due 14 days after PLA is allowed. See note A Due”14tv’:la;s. affter'\(lie?dllie ;2 ﬁlj_
at bottom of page for cases with shorter .ppe Albs SIETEr N I,ce 2SLanats
deadlines filed. If no Answer was filed, appellee
' can still file a brief.
\ 4 \4 \4 \ 4
Stand File Stand on File
onPLA Brief Answer Brief
In Notice of Election, appellant
must provide a table of
contents to the record on
appeal and a statement of the
applicable standard of review
for each issue, with citation to
applicable legal authority.
v v
Appellant’s Brief Appellee’s Brief

Is generally due 35
days from due date
of Appellant’s Brief.

!

Appellant’s Reply Brief
Optional —is generally due
14 days after the due date
for the Appellee’s Brief (if

one is filed).
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e
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pretrial release appeals have a shorter deadline to file a Notice of Election and briefs. Contact the Supreme
Court Clerk’s office for further information: ilcourts.info/supreme-clerk.

(@)
“( Cases involving parental responsibility (child custody, visitation, or relocation), juvenile delinquency, and
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Step 3

i

ORAL

Oral Argument
The Court will notify the parties when oral
argument is scheduled. The Court is not
required to hold oral argument even if you
asked for it on your brief.

ARGUMENT &

!

DECISION

Opinion Filed
The lllinois Supreme Court will send you a
written decision. This might take several
months. The Court can enter a decision to:

Tl

Affirm

Reverse

Deny

Vacate

Order any other
relief necessary

FILE PETITION
FOR e

Disagree with the Court’s Decision?

If any party disagrees with the decision, they can file a Petition
for Rehearing. It is due 21 days after the opinion is filed.

REHEARING

<~

(Optional)

e

YES

NO

!

Petition for Rehearing
Granted?
If the Supreme Court sees
merit in your Petition for
Rehearing, the Court will
grant it. If there isn’t merit, it
will be denied.

!

Mandate is Issued

The mandate will be issued 35 days
after the opinion is filed. The mandate
is the order that officially finalizes the

decision of the Court.

<~

YES

!

N

NO

!

Court Allows Petition for Rehearing
The Court will file a new opinion.
The Court may hold oral argument.

Court Denies Petition for Rehearing
The Court might file a modified
opinion upon denial of rehearing.

v

v

{

Mandate is Issued
The mandate will be issued 35 days after the =\
denial or the opinion is filed. The mandateis |~ | 5"'°;J
N/

the order that officially finalizes the decision
of the Court.
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